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13 " 7- 5 E 0 FCC Chair Promotea Post-Digital TV Rule 
N O .  Cl-0  Ad 

Federal Conmunicdons Commission Chairman Kcvin Martin spcahs dunng a 
question md answer scssion during lhe Tclcconmunicntions Industy Association's 
Globalcomm conference in Chimgo in lhis June 5.2006 lilc photo. Martin is scckiny 
to force the cablc induslr) to conljnuc servicing analog T V s  even atkr the 2009 
digid switchover. (AP YhotoNcfTRobemn) 

(AP) - Here's the pitch from the eable TV industry: One way or 
mother, dl subscribers will still be able to tune la their favorite shows 
when broadcasters shift to digital-only transmission In 2009. 

Seeking more than a promise, Federal Communications Commission 
Chairman Kevin Martin wants COmmissioneIs to require cable companies to 
provide that service. 

"Unless the commission acts, some cable customers may actually be harmed 
by the transition and lose the ability to view some of these channels," Nartin 
told The Associated Press on Monday. 

The FCC, which is scheduled to meet Tuesday, has been split over such a 
propos;ll in the past but may be moving toward a compromise. 

The greatest impact of the digital conversion will be on viewers ofnon- 
digid televisions who receive their signals over the air. Beginning Feb. 18, 
2009, they will be forced to buy a special converter box, subsidized by the 
government, to receive their channels. 

The impact ofthe shift on the nation's cable subscribers is less certain. 

Today, cable television system operators receive bruadcast feeds in analog 
and digital farmat. Come Feb. 18,2009, brdcastm must stop supplying 
the analog signal. That creates a problem for the cable industry's 32 million 
analog subscribers. 

Cable uperators can lither convert the di@l signal to anal% at the point 

http://www.physarg.comlprintnews.php?n~d=~O87150 I I 9/13/2007 
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w h a  *tit &\e sipd cxi@w, M hey can supp\y wwmn wifn a 
"down convert&' device that will change digital signals to analog at the TV 
set. 

This is essentially what the FCC wants to force the industry to do, under 
W s  proposed rules. 
Last week. the National Cable and Telecommunications Association 
launched a $200 million advertising campaign to assure customers that the 
shif? won't sect them. "Every TV set you have that's hooked up to cable 
will work just fine," happy customers intone in a TV spot. 

What the commercials do not say is how the industry is going to manage the 
transition, something that concans Gene Kimmelmaq, federal aEairs chief 
for Consumers Union. "It is astounding that tkq're telling their customers 
'don't worry, we're mking care of you' without telling them at what price." 

NCTA spokesman Brian Dietz said analog consumers will not be charged 
more when the &ansition occu~s. Nor will they be forced to sign up for a 
more expensive digital service 

The NCTA has wmmitted to doing whts the FCC is  asking, but i s  resisting 
the mandate, a position Kimmelman calls "disingenuous." 

The NCTA says what the FCC is doing violates the industry's constitutional 
rights. 

"We've said we will voluntarily take care of our customers, which is 
different than a government mandate," Dietz said. 

Dietz said a government-orhed transition would deny the thousands of 
cable system operators the flexibility they need in managing the transition 

Kimmeban credited the indugdry With launching the ad campaign, but said 
the government should assume an oversight role. 

"I think there are some sticks that can be p l d  over their heads to try to 
ensure that they don't a e  advantage of their customers," he said. 

On the Net: 

To see the ads: httD~wwlv.nm~,w~~!dms.ots 

FCC's digital transition Web site: h ~ ; t / . ~ w z d ~ ~ p v  

0 2006 271e Associatedl'ress. AN righls reserved* mi8 mmerial mty not be 
pbhhed br0adm-t. rewriflcn or redis~buted 
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FCC Says Cable to Keep Analog TV Until 2012 
Wcdnesdav. September '12th 2007 

me U.S. switch ta d w  braadcad TV Is canlng in Febmaly, ZOOS, Mth. FCC will requirt cable cornpan+ 10 suppod analog 
trrkvlsions thmugh POQ. 

By now, a h a n m  of Amwimm p m b W  h o w  that the FCC ha6 
mandakd analog Iem&dl blevlgan bmebsk  oease In Febtua~y 
17, moS, in favor of au-dbhl televi6ion bmrdcaa(ing. (We uso the 

11 45 AM POT 

' 4 6  LVflv ! ! - U b  -TED C R ~ T C Q N I V G  O N  jva GM,~.,I I 

Undar me NIVI~, able. mmpaniell a n  eimer mnm? the dah1 
standard doflnbn *mi to anabg formil b r  anlog ab lm subumen, or S.NO bmadcast blovi8bn in a 8landrrd dennltbn digilal format 
provided all subsaibers h a w  aquipnont lo VBw that digital mnterd. Smalbrmbk systems rrith a &ann4 capacity 01552 MHz or less may 
apply for an exernptbn. tiwevet, ths FCC malntillned its requirement that cable sy6lem carry hlphdellnllbn bmadaa dgrsls in HL) 
fornut. end tnat Mure quaray oIbmBdo881 televan signets mu* a at lea* m ood a8 uny M e t  pmgmmmina Carried on ma osbk 
8fd.m. 

0fmurse.Whdths F C C a n o l ~ n d s t i ~ i s ~ t ~ o M e m m p n i e s m a b i t p i n ~ b r ~ m t o ~ ~ w l t h a n a ~ c a b b w l V l k  
mwhtory limits which vary lmbneon ngions. abk  mmpanlw may be abh to make It InoreaslnQty unoomfecP1Me for wbsmtemto BtiFk 
whh gwa om nnamg cable, mduding incmsira plicea acdmg ke6, changing rubauiber agreements, and sirnplv ahming amme wgml in 
c a s 9  where the ambg channels are precelll bul M I  explimfity pfi OIP Dsrvioe psohge. Given Hu way mod mblu op.mtors mnduci 
blul.3- none ofthom m r b s  would lm wrpWng. 
< Back lo  lull aticla at Olital Tmnds 

Cowright e 2007 Dibl Trendr 
Mtp:llvnvw.digibltmnds.cam 
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FCC strikes down cable 'musicany rulur 

STimer rn *X"B e3 LlU. 

(OZ101X105 1223 PM EST) 

WASHINGTON - Inn W o w  to U.S. brmb-fs, thm Fsdsral 
communroaUons Cwnm$son moved mureday (Feb. 10) to InvaUdrb dual- 
aarri.gn ~ U j t n a t  bmadeaslers argued mquind cable oprsmon to any 
both rnnbg and disal dgnnelson tho eystsms. 

BmadePter group vowed m A ~ M  me moue in wur i  

Cable opmtors oppsed me rules. aloo lolorn a6 'must caw.' arguing m 
court and before the FCC ulat they were an unmnshiional %Iring. of its 
pOpsdy and that cawing nV0 9el6 of bmadcasl fiensb woidd pmyB"t cable 
9ys3em6 lrom dallverlng meir own content. 

I 
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FCC to Cable Companies: Keep Canying Those Analog 
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&t wired's tab on technology busioacss news and the Silkon Valley scene in the Epiceater blog, 
including Yahoo, Sun, Apple, Miuosoft, YwTabe, Google, Bill Gatea, Steve Jobs, mobility, 
broadband, video, design, security, software, startup, internet, online, web, and JPOs 
VERXFY YOUR WMMENl 

An n C d  rlsp kfm pating pur mnrmad, mlm Lb. ktkm m d  n m d m  yw sec in Urr - bclw. 

mtuli ~ d t o ~ ~ ~ m b  bad po*cammu. 
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By Peter Kaplan 

WASHINGTON. Sept 11 (Reuters) - U.S. communications regulators on TueEday approved new rules designed to 
enwre that cable television subsccibers who own analog TV sets d l  stil have access to local broadeast N 
Channel8 aRer a switchover to digital telwision in 2009. 

The FCC voted to endorse ~ I e s  that rsquire cable operatom such as CQmCISt Corp <CMCSA.O= and Time 
Warner Cable Ino CTWC.N= to continue carrying local broadcast channels that can be viewed on baditional analog 
TVs fw three yean aWr me switchover. 

Broadcasters are required to witoh to digital signals from analog by FeD- 17.2009. The biggest 00-s have 
centered on omerr of analog televisions Who view N wer-the4r. 

Those people will have to wt a mverter box to continue watching television. The federal government plans to 
subsidize the cost of buying a digital-analog converter box by offering $40 discount coupons to anyone who owns 
an analog television. 

The separate problem addressed by FCC in Tuesday's acbbn centered on the 35 percent of all television homes, 
or approximately 40 milSon househdds. that are analog cable Subscribers. 

Under the new FCC requirement. companies W(ll have to =my the broadcast channels in digital form and also 
convett it to analog for viewers with analog sets. 

The requirement approved by the commission was modified to add the threeyear tjrne limit, and to add a provision 
allowing small cable operatws to request a waiver of the requirement. 

The changes won the support of the cable indusby, vvhich had been o w e d  to the new rules. 

"We wnlinue to urge the FCC to act quickly to take Into account the special circumstances of very small systems, 
and to make dear Rat those sptems have the flexibility to $ewe all their customrs -out a onebixe-*all 
mandate: the National Cable & Telecommunicaiions Association said in a statement 
.-.....--...._. - I_._. - "" .... " "_" --... ~ .____._-....._..._,..I_.I_.. 

0 Reuben 2om. All rights reservad. Republicdon or rndislribulion of Rcth-6 colnem Imludi by caching, hpming LW Slmiiar 
means, k expressly pmhibikd w i b u l  the prior writtm Eonsl)nt of Reuleen. Reuters end the Reuks sphere 1090 are regktered 
trademerh and lmdemarks of the R6ut.r~ a m ~ p  of mmpanies emund me world. 
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Capital Watch 

FCC rules affect cable after digital switchover 

WASHINGTON - The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) approved rules late Tuesday 
that it says will ensure millions of cable subscriben will still be able to watch broadcast programming 
after the digital-television transition in 2009. 

The FCC says about 40 million households are analog-only cable subscribers. Tuesday's ruling will 
require cable operators to guatantee analog cable customers will receive broadcast channels until 
February 2012. 

Beginning Feb. 18,2009, broadcasters will stop transmitting old-style analog signals to over-the-air 
customers and to cable companies. Over-the-air customers will have to buy a converter box. 

As for the nation's analogcable subscribers, cable operators must either convert the digital signal to 
analog at the point where the cable signal originates, or supply customers with a "down-converter" 
device that will change digital signals to d o g  at the TV set. 

Senate OK6 ban on Mexican trucks 

The Senate voted Tuesday to ban Mexican trucks from U.S. roadways, rekindling a more than decade- 
old trade dispute with Mexico. 

By a 74-24 votc, the Senate approved a proposal by Sen. Byron Dorgan, D*N.D., prohibiting the 
Transportation Department from spending money on a North American Free Trade Ageement 
(NAFTA) pilot program giving Mexican tnrcks greater access to U.S. highways. 

The proposal i s  part of a SI06 billion transportation and housing spending bill the Senate hopes to 
vote on this week. The House approved a similar provision to Dorgan's in July. 

Until last week, Mexican trucks were restricted to a commercial border zone sketching about 20 miles 
inside the United States, except in Arizona, where it extended 75 miles. One truck has traveled deep 
into the U.S. interior as pan of the pilot program. 

Under NAJTA, Mexico c ~ n  seek retaliation against the U.S. for failing to adhere to the treaty's 
requirements, including retaining tariffs on gwds the treaty eliminates, said Sidney Weintraub, a 
professor emeritus at the University of Texas LBJ School of Public Affairs in Austin. 

The trucking program allows up to 100 M.exican carriers to send their trucks on U.S. roadways for 
delivery and pickup of cargo. None can caw hazardous material ahaul cargo between U.S. points 

http://seattletimcs.nw~r ~.com/cgi-bin/PrintStory.pl?document_id=2014&nectio... 9/13/2007 
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Justice Dept spares Chiquita executives 

The Justice Department said Tucsday it will not prosecute 10 Chiquita Brands hmatjonal 
executives involved in the company’s nowdelhnct payoff of Colombian terrorists protecting its most 
profitable banana-growing operation. 

The long-awaited decision was part of a sentencing memo urging U.S. District Judge Roy= Lamberth 
to fine Chiquita $25 million and have the company serve five years‘ probation for its illegal deals. The 
sentencing bearing before Lamberth is Sept. 17. 

Ifaccepted, the fine would mark the laryest criminal penalty imposed under U.S. global terrorism 
saactione laws. 

Seaitie Times news services 

Cpmyngl\r,O lWThr SWllli-.Iimrn.’.&n~~nr 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/c~-bin/PrintStory.pl?d~ent~id~OO38802146tz~o... 9/13/2007 
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EEJECE We*  Ne- 
FCC OKs digital lV rules pushed by cable opentom 

WASHINGTON -The Federal CammuncaSons Commission has adowd dgtal  TV bansition rules mat will require cabIe 
operaIor6 to either carry digital broadcast signals in analog format or downconven d iga i  signals for suhocnben. 

The l a b r  o@on would requirethat Eablb Opemtom provide subscriben with converter boxes Io v i t m  dgitsl twadcasb. 

The mal "muot-cany" ruling requiring cable opeator6 to povide both analog and aigital broadaet signals reprasenb a 
cornprombe belween broadcasters and cable operator6 who had apetrad over "must-eaw fules in me fun-up to the LS- 
d_lg@A.rV t.mns_ibon. US. analog TV broadcads are scheduled to end on FebNpnl 2W9. 

A key provlson of the ruling approved by the FCC on Tuesday (Sept 11) would extend me Vievabiiity requiremen@* Io 
Februay 2012. But ngularors agfeedta review the requirement during ii3 laat yebr to determine it if can be l i ied 'in light of 
the etate of technology and the markelplace" 

'The 1882 CaMe Act )6 very clear," F C C  Charman Kevin Mamn SaId in a statement issued wLh rhe rulmg. 'Catle *raton 
must an6uie that all local broad-t stations carned putwant to this ad are \newable' by all caMe wI%cribm Thus, th.y 
may n d  simdy cut df me dgnals of thew muet-caw broadcas16tabons after the dgitai bansibon m e  order wa adopt 
tuday prevents the mble operators from doing just that" 

Cable OPeratols sald they were pleased with the "must-carW w l i q ~  which they had fougnt in muI( for years 'We are 
pleased that me FCC dropped an illcansidered mandate that would have turned back tho dock on decade6 or awl 
aehnologl innovmon; Kyle McSlanow DreSidem of tho National Cable and Telecommunicabons Assooiabon. m id  in a 
dotement. 

All Inaterial on this Ill@ Coyy!ight..9.2007 CMP Media LLC. All right5 reserved. 
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FCC strikes down cable 'must-caw' rules 

WASHINGTON - In a blow to U.S. broadEQBtem. the Federal Communicaiions Commission moved Thursday (Fab. I O )  to 
invalidate dual-carriage rules that brcadCSt8rs argued required cable bperatorsm carry both analog and U I Q M  channels 
on the systems. 

BmadcastEr groups vcwud to fight the move in  court 

Cable operaton opposed the rules, also known 88 "must c4n-y; arguiw in wurt and beforethe FCC that they were an 
unwnsiitvtional "taking of 129 propew and that carrying two sets of broadcast signals would p v e m  cable systems from 
delivering their owm content 

The FCC'O ruling affimad b tentative eartier mncluslan notto impose a "dual taniage" requirement on cabla operatom. It 
also affirmed another eatiier deCision that c a k  operatm nat be required to carry more than a single digital signal from an 
indlvidual broadcaster. 

Although the FCC "foundthat the aparative statutory language at issue is ambiguous on the subject of multicast must carry, 
il also found on the current record, that euch a requiternont is not ne-y to fullher the PurpcEes of the mustcirrry 
etatub. a8 delined by the Supreme COUII," the agenw said in a statement 

'We hold that CangrPas did not pive broadeasban (he statutory right to free carriage of all their channels on a cable 
provideh system," FCC Chairmen Michael Powell paid in a wparats statement "New U i g k l  technolagy allW 
broadcasters ta bke wh%t onca was one channel, and &ide it into four to SIX or even more channele BS cumpression 
tPchnoiogy advanceo." 

The measure. which has been M o r e  the ageney and federal wufts lor oeverai years, was approved by a 3-2 vote. FCC 
Commisianer Kevin Marlin. a candidate to replace the outgoing Powell, said he opwsed the measure bacause the FCC 
had "made a poky judgment that me beneMs ofthls programming were outweighed ty the burden on cable operators." 
Added Martin. "I disagree. I think the wbllc w u l d  benefit more from more free programming." 

Reacling to the de-ion. Edward Frimr, *dent of the Washingtm-bawd Nlllionai Aoscdaiion of Broadwsters, said "In 
Washington, there are no fino1 victories and no final Meats. NAQ will be working to overturn today's anticonsumer FCC 
Ueision in both the caur$ and in Congress." 
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